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Federal law provides that whoever, under a threat of informing, or as a consideration for not informing, against any violation 
of any law of the United States, demands or receives any money or other valuable thing may be fined or imprisoned or both.! 


It is also an offense to transmit in interstate commerce a threatening communication for the purpose of extortion.” To support 
a conviction for making interstate threats, it is not enough to show the use of language that is literally threatening; rather, the 
government must show a "true threat," one that on its face and in the circumstances in which it is made is so unequivocal, 
unconditional, immediate, and specific as to the person threatened as to convey the gravity of purpose and imminent prospect of 


execution.” Furthermore, whoever knowingly and willfully threatens to kill, kidnap, or assault a foreign official, official guest, 


or internationally protected person in connection with an extortionate demand may be subject to a fine or imprisonment or both.“ 
A federal statute making bank robbery a crime includes extortion or attempted extortion within the offense of bank robbery.” 


Another federal statute provides penalties for receiving, possessing, concealing, or disposing of the proceeds of extortion.’ 
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Footnotes 

l 18 U.S.C.A. § 873. 

2 18 U.S.C.A. § 875. 

3 U.S. v. Sovie, 122 F.3d 122, 47 Fed. R. Evid. Serv. 781 (2d Cir. 1997). 

4 18 U.S.C.A. § 878(b), referring to 18 U.S.C.A. §§ 112, 878(a), 1116, 1201. 
5 18 U.S.C.A. § 2113(a). 
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As to the Federal Bank Robbery Act, see Am. Jur. 2d, Robbery §§ 85 to 129. 
6 18 U.S.C.A. § 880. 
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